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REPO] _QF AN UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES AND/OR HIGH NUMBERS

SPECIES: Corvy'’s Shearwater, Calonectris diomedea bhorealis

OBSERVER(S) WRITING ACCOUNT: Paul Schwalbe & Glenna Schwalbe

DATE BIRD WAS FOUND:_9 September 19856

DATE OF REPORT:_4 February 1997

LOCATION: Williamsport, Lvcoming Co., Pa.

PHOTOS: Color prints attached.......
SIGNIFICANCE OF OBSERVATION: New species for Pennsylvania

CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH OBSERVATION WAS MADE: Identification was made
with the dead bird in hand. Measurements were taken along with several
photographs.

CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE BIRD WAS FOUND: The live bird was found two
days after Hurricane Fran passed through the state, which was the night
of 6-7 September, 1996. It was originally found in the parking lot of
Fairfield Toyota in the Golden Strip shopping center. After being
picked up by an SPCA officer, it was taken to the Farragut Animal
Rehabilitation Center in Lycoming County operated by Ed & Tink Reish,
where it died on the 14th of September. We first saw the dead bird on
the 25th of September. See Schwalbe & Schwalbe 1996.

DESCRIPTION: See PA BIRDS, 10:152-153, and the attached notes on
measurements and plumage. This report is submitted down to the
subspecies identification of the bird.

ELIMINATION OF OTHER SPECIES: See attachments, references and photos.
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: NA

REFERENCES/LITERATURE CITED:

Schwalbe, Paul and Glenna Schwalbe. 1996. Cory’s Shearwater, in
Pulcinella, Nick; Rare Bird Reports. Pennsylvania Birds
10:152~-153.
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Additional notes for the RBR to PORC on the Cory’s Shearwater,

Calonectris diomedea borealis.

By Paul and Glenna Schwalbe

There are three subspecies of the Cory’s Shearwater. The
Cape Verde Islands race, C. d. edwardsii, breeds in the Cape
Verde Islands, but its winter range is unknown (Cramp 1977,
Palmer 1962). The nominate Mediterranean race, C. d. diomedea,
breeds in the Mediterranean; and the east Atlantic race, C. d.
borealis, breeds in the Azores, Madeira, Canary and Berlenga
Islands (Cramp 1977, Harrison 1983, Palmer 1962). Both diomedea
and borealis are found in the northwest Atlantic in summer and
fall, but borealis is the most common.

The Cape Verde race edwardsii is smaller, has a shorter bill
and wings (by 10-15%), the bill is black instead of yellow, and
the body is noticeably darker above (Cramp 1977). The
measurements of the Lycoming Co. bird (see Table 1) entirely rule
out this subspecies.

The other two races, diomedea and borealis, are not
considered separable in the field. However, with the bird in
hand, wing and bill measurements can be helpful with some
individuals even though there is overlap in the size of these
structures. More importantly, the extent of white on the inner
web of the primaries is definitive (Cramp 1977, Palmer 1962).

The Lycoming Co. bird had a tail length of 139.5mm (almost
5%") . This individual was not sexed, but may be a male since the
tarsus is 58mm. This is greater than that given by Cramp (1977)
for any of the 61 female borealis (the larger of the two races)
measured, which had a range of 51-57mm. Other measurements are
found in Table 1 below.

Note that the wing (flattened) is slightly greater than that
given for diomedea by Cramp for either sex, but falls well within
his series for ? borealis. Since only two measurements of the
flattened wing are available for ¢ borealis, a valid comparison
there is not possible. However, in the Palmer series, in which
the wings were not flattened during measurement, our specimen
does fall within the high end of the range for diomedea males.
The bill measurement for the bird found in Lycoming Co. falls
close to the mean for borealis, but as with the wing, it is not



Lycoming
Co. borealis diomedea edwardsii
Specimen
J ? d ? J
Wing Chord:
Not flattened 345 *¥329-367 *329-362 *327-347 *¥312-337 | ------ |-
m351.5-50 | m344.3-50 n-9 n-11
Flattened 352 361,367 +347-363 +339-351 +330-347 +298-321 +302-319
(two skins) m 358-11 m 346-9 m 339-5 m313-9 m 308-7
Bill 54 *51-59 *49-57 *¥49-56 *¥44.51 | ------ | ------
m 55.5-50 m 52.9-50 n-9 n-11
$51-59 $49-57 +49-55 $45-50 141-46 39-46
m 55.5-52 m 52.8-60 m51.2-17 | m47.3-16 | m44.6-52 ‘| m42.5-52

TABLE 1. Adapted from Cramp and Palmer

t =From Cramp. * =From Palmer. All measurements in millimeters.

*312-337 indicates that this is the range in mm of all specimens of ¢ diomedea reported by
Palmer. n - 9 is the number of specimens where the mean in unknown. m358-11 indicates a
mean of 358mm for 11 specimens.

entirely outside the upper range of measurements for diomedea males. This suggest that the bird in question
is borealis, but we must look at the primaries to settle this identification problem.

Cramp (1977) and Palmer (1962) state that the inner webs of the primaries in both diomedea and
borealis have some white present. The white is much more extensive and projects well beyond the under
wing coverts on diomedea, but is masked by these coverts on borealis. Photos of the Lycoming Co. bird
show quite clearly that the white on the primaries is completely hidden by the under wing coverts (see
attached photos or the photo of the underside of the bird on page 160, PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, Vol 10,
1996. This can best be seen on the right wing, since there are highlights on the left wing in this particular
photo.) Therefore, the Cory’s Shearwater discovered in Lycoming Co., Pa., must be of the east Atlantic race,
Calonectris diomedea borealis.

LITERATURE CITED:

Cramp, Stanley. (Chief Ed.) 1977. Handbook of the Birds of Europe the Middle East and North Africa.
Vol. 1. Oxford University Press. Oxford.

Harrison, Peter. 1983. Seabirds, an identification guide. Houghton Mifflin, Boston.

Palmer, Ralph S. (Ed.) 1962. Handbook of North American Birds. Vol. 1. Yale University Press, New
Haven.
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CORY’S SUBSPECIES DETERMINED

By Paul and Glenna Schwalbe

Last September Hurricane Fran gave Pennsylvania a new
species for it’s official 1list, it was a Cory’s Shearwater,
Calonectris diomedea (Schwalbe & Schwalbe 1996).

There are three subspecies of the Cory’s Shearwater. The
Cape Verde Islands race, C. d. edwardsii, breeds in the Cape
Verde Islands, but its winter range is unknown (Cramp 1977,
Palmer 1962). The nominate Mediterranean race, C. d. diomedea,
breeds in the Mediterranean; and the east Atlantic race, C. d.
borealis, breeds in the Azores, Madeira, Canary and Berlenga
Islands {(Cramp 1977, Harrison 1983, Palmer 1962). Both diomedea
and borealis are found in the northwest Atlantic in summer and
fall, but borealis is the most common.

The Cape Verde race edwardsii is smaller, has a shorter bill
and wings (by 10-15%), the bill is black instead of yellow, and
the body is noticeably darker above (Cramp 1977). The
measurements of the Lycoming Co. bird (see Table 1) entirely rule
out this subspecies.

The other two races, diomedea and borealis, are not

considered separable in the field. However, with the bird in
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hand, wing and bill measurements can be helpful with some
individuals even though there is overlap in the size of these
structures. More importantly, the extent of white on the inner
web of the primaries is definitive (Cramp 1977, Palmer 1962).

The Lycoming Co. bird had a tail length of 139.5mm (almost
5%"). This individual was not sexed, but may be a male since the
tarsus is 58mm. This is greater than that given by Cramp (1977)
for any of the 61 female borealis (the larger of the two races)
measured, which had a range of 51-57mm. Other measurements are

found in Table 1 below.

Lycoming
Co. borealis diomedea edwardsii
Specimen
d 2 J ? d ?
Wing Chord:
Not flattened 345 *¥329-367 *329-362 *327-347 | *312-337 | ------ | -------
m351.5-50 | m344.3-50 n-9 n-11
Flattened 352 1361,367 1347-363 1339-351 | $330-347 { ¥298-321 | $302-319
(two skins) | m358-11 m 346-9 m 339-5 m313-9 m 308-7
Bill 54 *51-59 *49-57 *49-56 #4451 | coeeeo | oooaan
m55.5-50 | m52.9-50 n-9 n-11
¥51-59 $49-57 $49-55 $45-50 141-46 $39-46
m 55.5-52 m52.8-60 | m51.2-17 | m47.3-16 | m44.6-52 | m42.5-52
TABLE 1. Adapted from Cramp and Palmer
+ =From Cramp. * =From Palmer. All measurements in millimeters.

*312-337 indicates that this is the range in mm of all specimens of ¢ diomedea reported by
Palmer. n -9 is the number of specimens where the mean in unknown. m358-11 indicates a
mean of 358mm for 11 specimens.

Note that the wing (flattened) is slightly greater than that

given for diomedea by Cramp for either sex, but falls well within
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his series for ? borealis. Since only two measurements of the
flattened wing are available for J borealis, a valid comparison
there is not possible. However, in the Palmer series, in which
the wings were not flattened during measurement, our specimen
does fall within the high end of the range for diomedea males.
The bill measurement for the bird found in Lycoming Co. falls
close to the mean for borealis, but as with the wing, it is not
entirely outside the upper range of measurements for diomedea
males. This suggest that the bird in question is borealis, but
we must look at the primaries to settle this identification
problem.

Cramp (1977) and Palmer (1962) state that the inner webs of
the primaries in both diomedea and borealis have some white
present. The white is much more extensive and projects well
beyond the under wing coverts on diomedea, but is masked by these
coverts on borealis. Photos of the Lycoming Co. bird show quite
clearly that the white on the primaries is completely hidden by
the under wing coverts (see the photo of the underside of the
bird on page 160, PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, Vol 10, 1996. This can
best be seen on the right wing, since there are highlights on the
left wing in this particular photo.) Therefore, the Cory’s
Shearwater discovered in Lycoming Co., Pa., must be of the east
Atlantic race, Calonectris diomedea borealis. 1f accepted by the
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee, this will be a new
species for the 0Official List of Birds of Pennsylvania

(Pulcinella, 1995, 1996).
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Dr. Paul & Mrs. Glenna Schwalbe
546 Wilson St.
Jersey Shore, PA. 17740
10 September 1997

Frank Haas
Secretary, PORC

2469 Hammertown RAd.
Narvon, PA. 17555

Dear Frank:

Please add the following to the PORC record # 032-01-199¢,
Cory’'s Shearwater, Calonectris diomedea.

The Cory’s Shearwater found in Williamsport, Lycoming County,
Pa., on 9 September 1996, is now specimen # ANSP 187591 in the
collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, Pa.
It is prepared as a skin and a spread wing. A frozen tissue sample
from the specimen, # 6117 is also preserved.

Sincerely

Lt s

Paul & Glenna Schwalbe
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v Record No.: 032-01-1996

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Cory's Shearwater (Calonectris diomedea)

Date of Sighting: 9 September 1996 to 9 September 1996

Location: WILLIAMSPORT

County: LYCOMING

Observer(s): Paul Schwalbe; Glenna Schwalbe

Date of Submission: 1996

Submitted by: Paul Schwalbe; Glenna Schwalbe

Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO Recording: NONE

Class V

Member Class Il | Class Il Class IV A B C Abstain

F. Haas

N. Pulcinella

m

. Kwater

. Ickes

. McWilliams

. Schwalbe

Wil |=>

. Feldstein

TOTALS

DECISION

I e

Comments:

—
Signature (Secretary): /w» /M Date: 5/ /p/' ?7






